MEDIA RELEASE

Royal Netherlands Air Force first to operate F-16 Fighting Falcon on sustainable aviation
fuel, supplied by SkyNRG
Leeuwarden, July 2, 2018 - For the coming two weeks, one F-16 Fighting Falcon of the Royal
Netherlands Air Force will operate from Leeuwarden Air Base on a 5% blend of sustainable aviation
fuel (SAF), supplied by SkyNRG. This is part of an initiative of the province of Friesland, where the
entire community will travel fossil free for two weeks. The Dutch Ministry of Defence aims to
operate more sustainable and takes part in this initiative to reduce particulate matter and CO2
emissions from their flight operations.
By using SAF for their F-16 flight operations, the Dutch Ministry of Defence and the Royal Netherlands
Air Force want to help stimulate demand for SAF and development of the SAF industry. They want to
continue this two-week flight program, by operating all F-16’s at Leeuwarden Air Base on a SAF blend
later this year. The SAF used in the F-16 aircraft is made from used cooking oil and produced by AltAir
Fuels in California.
In 2010 an Apache AH-64D helicopter of the Royal Netherlands Air Force flew with one of its engines
running on a 50% SAF blend, supplied by SkyNRG. This flight was for demonstrative purposes and to
underline the importance of sustainability for the Dutch Ministry of Defence. The upcoming F-16’s
flights are the next logical step for the Ministry of Defence, following their ongoing efforts to enable
the use of sustainable aviation fuel in military aviation over the past years.
Paul de Witte, Colonel at the Royal Netherlands Air Force: “Eight years ago we demonstrated the
possibility to fly on SAF with one of our helicopters. However, SAF is still more expensive because it is
not used widely and it’s not used widely because SAF is still more expensive. It’s a classic ‘Chicken-Egg’
dilemma. We would like to fly more sustainable and hope to help solve this dilemma resulting in lower
prices, a broader use of SAF and more sustainable aviation.”
Eline Schapers, Head of Supply & Operations at SkyNRG: “It’s great to see that the Dutch Ministry of
Defence and the Royal Netherlands Air Force are taking a leading role in reducing emissions from
government flight operations. We’re very excited to supply Leeuwarden Air Base for their first F-16
Fighting Falcon flight operations on sustainable aviation fuel. We’re looking forward to continuing our
collaboration with the Royal Netherlands Air Force and we’re hopeful that these flights will inspire
governments worldwide.”
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Photo: Fuelling a F-16 Fighting Falcon at Leeuwarden Air Base. For more photos click here
About SkyNRG
SkyNRG is the global market leader for sustainable aviation fuel (SAF), having supplied over 25 airlines
on all continents. SkyNRG sources, blends and distributes SAF, guarantees sustainability throughout
the supply chain and helps to co-fund any price premium versus conventional jet fuel. At the same
time, SkyNRG focuses on developing regional supply chains that offer a real sustainable and affordable
alternative to fossil fuels. SkyNRG has its operations RSB certified and is structurally advised by an
independent Sustainability Board in which WWF International, European Climate Foundation,
Solidaridad Network and the University of Groningen hold a seat. www.skynrg.com
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